Ataxia in epidural spinal cord compression.
Nine patients presented with ataxia as the primary manifestation of epidural spinal cord compression. Eight had known cancer, the ninth an epidural abscess. Lower-extremity dysmetria, gait ataxia, or both, were the only neurologic signs in five patients. An incorrect initial diagnosis led to delay in treatment and subsequent neurologic deterioration in six patients. Failure to recognize isolated, painless ataxia as the initial manifestation of spinal cord compression and appropriately treat the disorder can result in irreversible spinal cord deterioration.